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®” TO THE 
Moſt Reverend Father in God, 


] O H N, 


By Divine Providence 


Lord DIO. 


Canterbury; 4 


Primate of En ngland, and 


' Metropolitan,” Ind One' of 
Their Majefties Moſt Ho- 
nourable Privy-Council, 


T'is the Deſign of theſe Papers.co 3 
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en 1 feſt met with theſe Socinian _ 
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- or their Patrons /0 uniike the Gha-.. 


thy an anſwer. But ſincs it appears that 
theſe, /ikg ſome | other the worſt things a- 
mong us, do not want their admirers, 1 
thought this . performance my duty. 

In it 1 bave anſwer:d not only the firſt 
of theſe letters, but divers parts of the reſt, 
as well as ſome things in more manly writ- 
ers, as Eriedinus, Crellius, tc. By calling 
in- the. other letters to aſiſt this, and other 
Socinian authors, to ſupply the weakneſs of 
them all, I put the Objedtions, in their full 
ſtrength, to the end their overthrow may 
be the more conſpicuos to the world, and the 
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* other Scripttre; which js not in 
the caſe before us, becauſe no' ext. ſaith 
the+Son did not, or that the Father 

odly did create the World!”- © 
 Nince "Son was before the world, 
wh be from Eternity ; . becanſe the 
Scriptures 'no where ſuggeſt a creation 
between Eternity and Time :.. But on 
the 'contrary,” Moſes declares that the 

creation of the World was the Hm £ 

viz.,of the creature, and | 
there could be no creatnre' be «ry it- 
Whence in the 'Scripture-Phrafe 'to 
bein-the beginning, that is, before the 
whrld ; and'to be From Exernity, are 
the ſame thing. For © wiſdom doth 
_ b-t4logt her Eternal "Exiſtence, 
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whichthe Spirit uſes toexpreſstheEter- 
nal exiſtence of wiſdom = but theSon was 
in the beginning, Fob.'1 5. he wasbifore all 
things,Calof. 1.17. and before theworld, 
Job. 17.5.tkerefore the ſame Phraſes muſt 
as well expreſs the Bernd exiſtence of 
the Son too, | 

If the Son then was any where called x 
creature, it muſt be reſtrained to: his 
man-hood, as hisdefcent from Abrahen 
is, Rom, 9. 5. it was ward oxera 45 19: The 
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did not deſcend: from-dhrahexs; -Whictr 
can beno other than;the Divine: Naturei: 
wherice the next words ſay; be js. over aft 
God blefſed for ever. Jrenenst.3 c.18. reads 
it thus, Exquidu;Chriſtus ſcondumrcarnem, 
qui eft Deus ſuper onne: benedittus in. ſacule. 
Of: whom Chriſt was according /to- the 
Fleſh, who is God orer all bleſſed-fore-. 
ver; and Terr. adv; Prix: c: 13;thus,--- 
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the*Son did not, or that the Father 
only did create the World: 
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he muſt be from Erernity; becauſe the 
Scriptures 'no where ſu a creation 
between Eternity and Time : But on 
the 'contrary, Moſes declares that the 
creation of the World was t be beginning, 
viz., of the creature, and co 's 
there could be no creatare' before it- 
Whence in the 'Scripture-Phraſe 'to 
be.in"the beginning, that is, before the 
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whichthe Spirit uſes to expreſs theEter- 
nalexiſtence of wiſdom : but theSonwas 
in the beginning, Fob.'1 51. he wasbefore all 
things,Calof. 1.17. and beforetheworld, 


Job. 17.5.therefore the ſame Phraſes tuſt 


as well expreſs the Eternal exiſtence of 
the Son too. | 
If the Son then was any where called 
creature, it muſt: be reſtrained” to! his 
man-hood, as hisdeſcent from Abraham 
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"Anf. 1. Epiſcopius ſaith, the Father is 
firſt in Order . which we all gram : 
Bur it is the Socinian Comment, that - 
makes the firſt in Order to be the 
firſt in time , which we deny. Be- 
cauſe though the Father is firſt in 
Order, yer the Son is Co-crernal 
with. the Father, as before. 


2. This Author denies a Co-ordi- 
nation , and afferts a Subordination 
of Perſons in the Trinity : Bur this 
Subordination doth not deſtroy, but 
only "Explains the DoRrine of a 
Trinity, as is noted already. And, 


3. In his Inſticur. . Theol. 1. 4. c. 32. 
He - afcribes a Divine Nature to 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt , and 
reaches that they are all properly 
Perſons: And if this be Arianiſm , 
or Socinianiſm, we are all ſuch. 


5. - He Complements his dear 
Friend Sandius for a Gentleman of 
digious Induſtry, and Reading : and no lefs 
ingenious than ny, 
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He receives likewiſe the Epiſtles 
afcribed to /znatius; and de Per. 
Scrizt. Eccleſ. he would prove the 

 Legitimacy of that ad. Philip, by this 
Argument, »:z. Origen, who flourith- 
ed abour the middle of the T hird 
{80s hath fomcthing vpan Sr. Luks, 
tke ſomething in that Epifitc ; 
where oblervye. 


I. Origen doth not mention cither 
Tanatius, or this Epiltle. 


2. Ignatius , and Origen might hit 
upon fomcwhat like Notions wkh- 
out Gommunication. And, 


3. Theſe afcribed Epiſtles are not 
mentioned by Euſebrius, Feromy of 
any other hefore them ; whence we 
ought in all reaſon to rejet them. 
Dr. Perſon, lare Bifhop of Cheſter ob» 
ſerves, they appeared not till 40g } 
years after Ignatius , whence he de- 

 clares them ſpurious Yind. Epiſt, 8. 7 
Jengat. C. 19. Fx 
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| ( 164) 
2+ By ſuch intolerable Errors he 
creates difficulties ro himſelf, For 
the cette of his Hiſtoty is to prove 
that all Antiquity is Arian : Bur the 
Epiſ. ad Heron. which is one of the 
aſcribed, faith, that if any aflerts 
that Chriſt is - &vJparo iv, @ 
mere Man (which phraſe was always 
uſed in oppoſition to his rag np} 
tren. I. 3. c. 26, and Euſebius in thy 
cale of Ebion) the ſame is a Jew 
and a Murtherer of Chriſt. Now had 
he like a Man of Art, and Judg- 
ment, rejeaed theſe Epiſtles, he had 
removed this Block, at which he 
mult now ſtumble and fall. 


2. I deny his Honeſty. For Hiſt. 
I. x. Secul. 1. he will have the Creed 
called the Apoſtles, ro be compoſed 
by them, to be the only Creed 
uſed in the Church; and that very 
Creed roo, which was cſtabliſhed ar 
Nice: And that Evag. H.L 3. c. 17. 
ſaying, weare Baptized into a Creed 
Compoſed by 318 Biſhops, intended 


2 - no other bur this: When this was 


8 never mentioned in that Sn 
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and” the Concert is totally Ruined 

by the Teſtimonies we have alrca- 

dy produced upon this Argument, 
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Should I draw out all the inſtances 
of weakneſs and knavery, Ithovld leave 
but little of that beok behind me. A fir 
man for an Ecclcliaſtical Hiſtorian, 
whoſe wantof Judgment, and Honcuy 
makes his wiitings like a ſword in ſome 
mens hands, dangerous to them, that 
come in the reach of»it. Sure I am, 
no Student ought to read nim till he 
is well acquainted with the true ſtate, 
and doarine of antiquity.” His accounts - 
of antiquity, and the brief hiſtory of 
the Socinians, may go together ; and 
if each will be pretenders to wit, and 
reaſon,'I marter not, fo long as we 
h.ve on our fide better pretenſions to 
truth, and Honeſty. 


Dr. Wallis in one of his letters gives 
an account of this Sandius's convertion, 
and his dving in the T rinitarian Faith. 
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in them: with a probable Refolurion of 
them, In two parts. By 'Fohn Edwards 

B. .D. ſometime Fellow of Jo Job's 
Colledge in Cambridge. 
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